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CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE BASICS

GBC EQUIPPING HOUR | SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 

Class 18: Review and Discussion – Part 1 of 2 
  
PURPOSE: To refine the categorical (topical) way we understand the 
Scriptures helping us conform to Christ.  
 
 
Tank:  
 

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the 

flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have 

divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and 

every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take 

every thought captive to obey Christ.. 
 
                - 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
 
Bridge:  
 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

               
                - Matthew 28:18-20 
 
 
Hospital:  
 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest 

you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law 

of Christ.            
                - Galatians 6:1-2 
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I. Class 1: The Works of the Holy Spirit  
 

 A. Tank:  Being careful not to set the Holy Spirit against the 
  Holy Spirit. Our “sensing” his work in our lives cannot 
  contradict the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 14:18, 37-38).   
 
 B. Bridge:  The Holy Spirit has the power to convict the 
  first-time hearer of the gospel (Matthew 3:4-11;  
  1 Thessalonians 1:5). 
 
 C. Hospital:  The Holy Spirit works for the renewing of our 
  mind (Titus 3:6) and in our comforting (Romans 8:16).  
 
 
II. Class 2: End Times Teaching 
 

 A. Tank:  The saved church of God is to be unwavering 
  about the reality of hell since Jesus Christ taught the 
  most on hell and also  experienced the horrors of it for 
  those who would be saved from hell through him. Hell 
  and the Cross are related. 
 
 B. Bridge:  We can proclaim Christ boldly since he will be 
  victorious in the end as he was at his resurrection. 
 
 C. Hospital:  There is the hope of heaven and that of  
  receiving a new body, for those placing their trust in the 
  Savior (1 Corinthians 15:51-52).   
 

 

III. Class 3: Angelology (Angels & Demons) 
 

 A. Tank:  Being careful to neither deny the existence of 
  angels (naturalism), nor raise them above the power
  of Christ (shamanism) -to whom they must answer. 
 
 B. Bridge:  Angels have aided the spread of the gospel. 
 
 C. Hospital:  Praying that God would send his angels to 
  protect saints in danger (Acts 12:15; Matthew 18:10). 
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IV. Class 4: Creationism 
 

 A. Tank:  If evolution is embraced, then (first) we cannot 
  take God at his word about him miraculously starting  
  the universe, (second) God is not so majestic in  
  comparison to the gods of this world and, (third) Christ’s 
  redemption is not needed for those good ape men who 
  would have escaped Adam’s [almost] universal 
  condemnation (Romans 5:12; Psalm 14:1). 
 
 B. Bridge:  Paul uses an appeal from creation in his giving 
  the gospel to pagan unbelievers (Acts 17:22-31). 
 
 C. Hospital:  Our hearts and minds are edified when we 
  behold the wonder of God’s creation as truly his work 
  alone (Psalm chapters 8 and 19). 
 
 

V. Class 5: Biblical Anthropology 
 

 A. Tank:  As God’s image bearers, distinct from the animal 
  world, humans reflect the attributes of their heavenly 
  Father; this is the substance of what is called “human 
  dignity”. But the secular world knows of no such dignity.
   

 B. Bridge:  The beauty and wonder of the gospel is that God 
  became man in Jesus Christ to be our atoning human 
  sacrifice. Emanuel = God with us, literally. 
 
 C. Hospital:  The wellspring of compassion in our visiting 
  orphans and widows in their distress (James 1:27) is the 
  recognition that they are to be treated as family  
  (1 Timothy 5:1-2). They are not to be treated as lower-
  class animals. 

 

 

VI. Class 6: Biblical Foundations 
 

 A. Tank:  Accuracy and authority. These are the two  
  doctrinal points most refuted by the unbelieving world. 
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  But the Bible defends itself on both fronts in Psalm 119 
  and 2 Timothy 3:16-17. The church is to be the “pillar of 
  truth” in 1 Timothy 3:15, not wavering in this area. 
 
 B. Bridge:  In evangelism, we are trusting that God’s  
  message, through his Spirit and his truly spiritual words, 
  will do the work of providing the conviction that leads to 
  repentance and faith/obedience (Acts 2:37; Heb. 4:12). 
 
 C. Hospital:  The Word also has the power to comfort and 
  give blessed assurance of Christ’s promises.  

 

 

VII. Class 7: Divinity & Trinity 
 

 A. Tank:  If professing believers begin to accept a version of 
  God that is not entirely Triune (One God in three  
  Persons) then their worship and commitment must be to 
  someone else. The same is true when God is not  
  acknowledged to be truly sovereign. 
 
 B. Bridge: “God so loved the world that he gave his only 
  Son that whoever believes in him will not perish but have 
  eternal life.”  John 3:16 puts “God” front and center. 
 
 C. Hospital:  Because God is all knowing, longsuffering, and 
  in control we can come to him in all confidence and hope.  

 

 

VIII. Class 8: Church – The Love Mandate 
 

 A. Tank: “Whoever says he is in the light and hates his 
  brother is still in darkness.” – 1 John 2:9. 
 
 B. Bridge: “By this all people will know that you are my 
  disciples, if you have love for one another.” – John 13:35. 
 
 C. Hospital:  “Love is patient and kind…Love bears all  
  things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
  things.” – 1 Corinthians 13:4 and 7. 


