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KEEPING WITH UNITY
GBC EQUIPPING HOUR | MAY 10, 2020 

Class 5 - Unity Goals & Challenges with the Southern Baptist   
Convention 

 

PURPOSE: Local church and global church sustainability. 
 

Introduction 
 

The history of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) is complex but it 
should not be skimmed over. There’s a great deal to learn about church 
unity here. The denomination started in 1845 with their split from the north 
on the issue of slavery. What happened in the course of the next 175 
years is interesting. Southern Baptists gradually, increasingly condemned 
the slavery and racism of their past; they also eventually broke with 
theological liberalism and they became more Calvinistic. Meanwhile 
Northern (American) Baptists, while having been removed from racial 
controversy, moved more towards liberal theology.  
 

I.  Unity Goals for Strengthening Churches 

 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

   heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore 

 and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

 name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

 you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 

 the age.” 

                    - Matthew 28:18-20 
 

 A.  The Centrality of the Gospel (Greear, 2019 SBC Address) 
   

  1. “Commit to prioritize the gospel above all”  
   (1 Corinthians 2:2;15:3). 
 

  2. “We’ve got to be willing to do whatever it takes to 
   reach all people” (Luke 15:4). 
    

  3. “We must commit to sending every one of our 
   members” (Matthew 4:19).    
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 B.  Theological Triage (Mohler, 2005) 
 

  1. On the first tier are the essentials of biblical  
   inerrancy, Trinity, Christology, and justification by 
   faith alone.  
 

  2. On the second tier are issues of how baptisms are 
   done and whether or not women can be ordained 
   ministers. Here is where particular denominations 
   divide, even while being part of the same spiritual 
   movement.  
 

  3. On the lower, bottom tier is the issue of  
   eschatology, including other matters for which 
   parishioners can generally coexist within a given 
   local church fellowship. 
  

 C.  Admitting Wrongdoings of the Past 
 

  1. Although when Dr. Albert Mohler became SBTS 
   president in 1993 it was long after the time of 
   slavery in the south, he still recognized the need 
   for being honest and forthright about his  
   institution’s past. 
 

  2. On December 12, 2018 Dr. Mohler submitted a 
   72-page Report on Slavery and Racism in the 
   History of the Southern Baptist Theological  
   Seminary. (Note: earlier in 1995, the Southern 
   Baptist Convention issued a Resolution lamenting 
   and condemning all dehumanizing treatment of 
   African Americans –partly readdressed in 2019).  
 

  3. In the 2018 Report Mohler details how all of  
   SBTS’s founding fathers had black slaves and 
   how the institution grievously supported  
   segregation for generations to come. One  
   professor of the early  20th century said that  
   science supported the idea of black inferiority.   
  
  4. How this relates to keeping with unity: humility. 
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II.  Unity Challenges Further Up Ahead  

             Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, 

  as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover 

  lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the  

  festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and 

  evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 

              -1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
 

 A. Spiritual Famine on the Homefront 
 
  1. The Near-Fatal Blow by Liberal Theology.  
    

   a. SBTS was a breeding ground for liberal 
    theology in and through the 1960’s. 
 
   b. Turning point - W.A. Criswell’s 1985 SBC 
    presidential address (see link). 
 
   c. SBTS’s moto today: “Trusted for Truth.” 
 

  2. Recent Sexual Misconduct and Loss of Members.  
 

   a. How one group sees it: The 700+ cases of 
    sexual misconduct came about because of 
    the inherent evils of white males with 
    power who use complementarianism as 
    a means to manipulate women.   
 

   b. How another group sees it: The real  
    problem was the ministers’ refusal to apply 
    Matthew 18:15-20 to themselves. 
 
 B.  Adopting the Language of Intersectionality 
 

  1. Listening, empathizing, and affirming: In the spirit 
   of true compassionate gospel outreach every 
   missionary will tell you the two first words are 
   absolutely fundamental. We must know where 
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   people are coming from and we must do our best 
   to feel what they are feeling. The point of  
   contention is the third word, “affirming.” This is 
   where you gain social capital by telling the  
   person, “I am absolutely on your side” without any 
   qualifier and devoid of any word of correction. 
   Such wholesale affirmation is typically granted to 
   the socially disadvantaged. This language type is 
   currently the lingua franca of the SBC (see 2019’s 
   Resolution 9). Worth comparing: John 4:1-26. 
 
  2. Albert Mohler, President of SBTS (Southern  
   Baptist Theological Seminary) opposes  
   intersectionality because it has served as a  
   platform for Marxism, feminism, and identity  
   politics. 
 
  3. J.D. Greear, President of SBC and Russell Moore, 
   President of ERLC (Ethics & Religious Liberties 
   Commission) have adopted the language of  
   intersectionality; on very rare occasions they will
   pull in the reins if it gets out of hand. 
  

Conclusion 
 

Before people draw quick conclusions about SBC two things should be 
considered: (1) It’s amazing that this fifteen million member 
denomination has kept with the Bible for nearly two centuries; (2) SBC 
members have stayed the course against all odds (see Phil. 1:12-18). 
 

Keeping with Unity Course Outline: 
 

 The Ascent of Unity (Psalm 133) 

 The Depth of Unity (John 17:20-23) 

 The Body of Unity (Ephesians 4:1-16) 

 Unity Goals & Challenges with Ligonier Ministries 

 Unity Goals & Challenges with the Southern Baptist Convention 

 Unity Goals & Challenges with 9 Marks Ministries & T4G 

 Unity Goals & Challenges with The Gospel Coalition 


