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THE POTTER’S HAND
GBC EQUIPPING HOUR | SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

Literal Predestination - Romans 9:9-13 

 
PURPOSE: To be malleable to how God is masterfully shaping our faith 
even as we “work it out” (Philippians 2:12-13). 

 
I.  Confronting Myths about the Doctrine of Election 

 A.  Election Myth #1: Deeds are Totally Moot 
 

  1. Actually James 2:21 says “… Abraham our father 

   [was] justified by works ..” –and he was, insofar 

   as his works were an extension of his faith and his 
   faith a gift from God. See Romans 4:1-5, Romans 
   2:4, and Ephesians 2:8-10 broadening this  
   multifaceted concept. See also Genesis 18:19. 
 

  2. Another way of saying it, God never elects one to 
   idleness nor to idol-ness. Even the carnal judge 
   Samson (Judges 13) at some point broke from his 
   old ways (Judges 16:30, Hebrews 11:32). 
 
  3. To clarify, we cannot talk about the stand-alone 
   merits of one’s works due to the fact that all of  
   man’s works –both good and bad- are under 
   Adam’s long shadow of sin (i.e., referring to federal 
   headship of Adam in Romans 5:12-13). Man’s 
   so-called “merits” are constantly marred by sinful 
   humanity. Whether it is Abraham’s story or your 
   own story, God must be the one to reach down and 
   work out his legacy of invading grace. 

 B.  Election Myth #2: God’s Election Waits for Man’s Action 
 
  1. Although there are numerous “your faith has 
   made you well” (faith-is-the-turnkey) passages in 
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   Scripture, such are only part of the greater divine
   narrative of Romans chapters 9 through 11.  
    
  2. Jacob and John the Baptist both had their lives 
   predestined before they were born. Jesus’ word to 
   Peter about how Peter would deny Christ three 
   times happened like clockwork. And there are 
   other examples. So the idea of God precisely 
   shaping things before man isn’t at all a stretch. 
    

 C.  Election Myth #3: When God Chooses..It’s Arbitrary 
 

  1. At face value God’s election may seem to be on a 
   whim, fickle, like flipping a divine coin. Paul  
   shares a bit of his frustration with this in Romans 

   9:19 (“who can resist his will?”). 

 
  2. But, by in large, God’s election reveals his glory in 
   his being just, raising up the humble and taking 
   down the prideful, the wicked. God’s desire that 
   all be saved (1 Timothy 2:4) somehow moves  
   things along. Nothing is ‘random’ here, at least, 
   not in the final summary analysis. 
 
II.  Back to the “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” Discourse   

 A.  Sarah’s Miracle Baby 
 

  For this is what the promise said: “About this time next 

  year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

 

                            - Romans 9:9 
 
 

 

  Note the specifics on time: one year later from the time the 
  prophecy was given.   

 B.  Rebekah’s Story (Background)  
 

  10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived 

  children by one man, our forefather Isaac.. 

                         - Romans 9:10 
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  Genesis 25:20-21 provides more background material to 

  Paul’s Old Testament reference:  ..and Isaac was forty 

  years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel 

  the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the 

  Aramean, to be his wife. 21 And Isaac prayed to the 

  LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And the 

  LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife 

  conceived.                           
 

  Note the repeat emphasis on reliance on God through the 
  lineage of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

 C.  Jacob’s Pre-Birth Election  

 

  11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing 

  either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of 

  election might continue, not because of works but  

  because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older 

  will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, 

  but Esau I hated.” 
 

                      - Romans 9:11-13 
 

  1. Not only does God’s promise trump blood (see 
   previous Equipping Hour); God’s promise via 
   election trumps all human works “good or bad.” 
 
  2. After birth, Jacob shows he has more of a heart of 
   dependence on God than his brother Esau.  
 

   Note the review of Esau’s lack of character in 

   Hebrews 12:16-17, that no one is sexually immoral 

   or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for 

   a single meal. 17 For you know that afterward, 

   when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was 

   rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though 

   he sought it with tears. 
 
   However, this follows after God’s election. 
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  3. Skeptics to Paul’s words may try to soften what 
   he’s saying. They may say God’s election in 
   Jacob’s case was a onetime occurrence (as if to 
   say, “other forms of election [ours] lean more on 
   man’s  choosing than God’s choosing”). However, 
   if you review the start of Romans 9 you find out  
   what’s at stake: God’s excluding a huge portion of 
   religious Jews from all of Eternity. Jacob is an 
   illustration of God’s authority to separate out his 
   elect “remnant” solely by his own sovereign will. 
 
  4. Another rejoinder goes like this: God knew which 
   brother was going to rely on faith opposite the other
   who did not. So God’s election is only a prophetic 
   declaration. But if that were the case Paul truly 
   wasted ink when he wrote,  
 

   “though they were not yet born and had done 

   nothing either good or bad..”     

 
   Why didn’t Paul write something like, “and God’s 
   election became valid after they were born and 
   acted good or bad”? Instead, Paul highlights 
   the before at the expense of the after. This is
   clearly not a “the end justifies the means” 
   argument. 

 

The Potter’s Hand Course Outline (tentative): 
 

 September 6      -   Introduction & Romans 9:1-5 

 September 13    -   God Establishing True Israel / Rom. 9:6-8 

 September 20    -   Literal Predestination / Rom. 9:9-13 

 September 27    -   Unaided Predestination / Rom. 9:14-18 

 October 4           -   Uncontested Predestination / Rom. 9:19-24 

 October 11         -   God Can Turn the Tables / Rom. 9:25-29 

 October 18         -   A God-Saturated Faith / Rom. 9:30-33 

 October 25         -   Conclusion 


